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â€¢ 31â€¢ The psychology of music ROBERT GJERDINGEN The psychology of music is a subfield of
psychology that addresses questions of how the mind responds to, imagines, controls the performance of,
and evaluates music.
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both by music theorists and by psychologists. Finally, I discuss the role of psychology in music theory.
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE Speculations concerning music may be traced back to very ancient times
(Hunt, 1978), but the foundations of Western music theory are generally held to have been laid by
Pythagoras (ca. 570-497 B.C.).
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While music has been linked with enhanced wellbeing across a wide variety of contexts, the professional
pursuit of a music career is frequently associated with poor psychological health.
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The Psychology of Music serves as an introduction to an interdisciplinary field in psychology, which focuses
on the interpretation of music through mental function. This interpretation leads to the characterization of
music through perceiving, remembering, creating, performing, and responding to music.
The Psychology of Music | ScienceDirect
PDF | On Jan 1, 2009, W. F. Thompson and others published Music, thought and feeling: Understanding the
psychology of music
Music, thought and feeling: Understanding the psychology
Part Three examines the emergence and development of musical skills, and turns to the most practical
aspects of psychology of music: music practice and performance. Finally, Part Four broadens the discussion
to the question of meaning in music, with respect to its social, emotional, philosophical, and cultural
significance.
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The Psychology of Music serves as an introduction to an interdisciplinary field in psychology, which focuses
on the interpretation of music through mental function. This interpretation leads to the characterization of
music through perceiving, remembering, creating, performing, and responding to music.
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Music psychology so far has not made a clear distinction between music-related moods and emotions; and
the several conceptions of music-related affect remain contentious (see Hunter and Schellenberg, 2010). Our
results appear to call for a clearer distinction between moods and emotions in music psychology research.
The psychological functions of music listening
more, although music in other cultures may involve intervals of different sizes, the perceptual equivalence of
tone pairs that stand in the same frequency ratio appears to hold cross-culturally (Nettl, 1956a).
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MUSIC PSYCHOLOGY AND MUSIC THEORY Helmholtz envisioned a science of music that consists of
three interrelated types of investigation: musical acoustics, auditory physiology and perception, and music
theory. The first section of the monograph describes the acoustics of complex tones and the perception of
timbre or tone color.
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